
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



508 THE AMEBICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

debts; Mr. Vanderlip's volume has wider sweep, is vastly more philo- 
sophical, and will contribute more to a balanced view of the world situa- 
tion as affected by Europe's troubles, and to a wholesome attitude of 
thinking men, especially Americans, toward international politics 
generally. 

Frederic A. Ogg. 
University of Wisconsin. 

Stein and the Era of Reform in Prussia, 1807-1815. By Guy 
Stanton Ford. (Princeton University Press. 1922. Pp. 
vii, 336.) 

Since the era of Frederick the Great, Germany has produced two 
great statesmen. All others in comparison are pigmies. These are 
Baron vom Stein and Bismarck. Any perspective of the modern his- 
tory of Germany must focus about the careers of these two men. Both 
were statesmen of the first rank, though the basic principles of their 
statesmanship were poles apart. Bismarckian statesmanship deter- 
mined the course of German policy from the fall of Metternich to the 
fall of William II, for the "dropping of the pilot" in 1890 in no wise 
meant the abandonment of his principles or his policy. Under the last 
of the Hohenzollerns the technique and tactics of German politics were 
different, but the principles which underlay German statecraft con- 
tinued to be those of the iron chancellor. The cataclysmic frustration 
of Bismarckian statesmanship involves a reaction toward the ideals 
and principles of the statesmanship of Stein. Professor Ford's study 
has, therefore, a distinct timeliness. 

The circumstances surrounding the most important phase of Stein's 
work are indeed similar to those which confront German statesman- 
ship today. Prussia had been thoroughly vanquished by Napoleon 
at the battle of Jena. Humiliated and disillusioned, her ruler, for a 
time, was willing to take counsel of the one great man of brains and 
character, instead of hearkening to the flattering voices of the crowd of 
cheap politicians who incontinently crowded around the steps of the 
throne. Stein was no flatterer. He had been previously dismissed 
from the ministry as "a refractory, insolent, obstinate and disobedient 
official." But it was to him that Frederick William III turned again 
in his hour of deepest distress. Short though this second ministry 
was, it was then that the foundations of modern Germany were laid — 
the foundations indeed, for the superstructure was to be built by other 
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hands and in a far different fashion from what Stein would have wished. 
Stein's is the story of far-visioned statesmanship, permitted to accom- 
plish a few great and masterful reforms, to design the broad lines of a 
wise and progressive policy, and then repudiated. 

Professor Ford's volume is no mere re-hash of the great Life and Times 
of Stein by Seeley, which now for more than a generation has illumi- 
nated this period of German history for English and American students. 
A great deal of new material has been unearthed since Seeley's work 
was done, of which Professor Ford takes full account. Especially 
worthy of mention is his critical analysis of the condition of the Prus- 
sian peasantry before 1807, in which he reveals a quite different picture 
than that which we had previously accepted. The work was largely 
completed before the war, which explains the lack of frequent reference 
to contemporary events. But the events and facts of that crucial 
epoch of 1807-1815 speak for themselves and the thoughtful reader can 
make the application to the situation of today. Professor Ford has 
written a scholarly and authoritative treatise on a period which was the 
turning-point in the history of modern Germany, and on a man who was 
the almost perfect incarnation of true statesmanship. 

Walter James Shepakd, 

Ohio State University. 

Introduction to American Government. By Frederic A. Ogg and 
P. Orman Ray. (New York: The Century Company. 1922. 
Pp. viii, 841.) 

This volume by two writers of established reputation is designed for use 
in introductory college courses in government and covers the entire field 
of American government, national, state and local. Inorder, however, that 
the student may have a body of fundamental principles with which to 
understand and appreciate more fully the form, purpose and workings 
of American government, Part I (pp. 3-81) of the book is devoted to a 
study of "the nature of government in general, and of the state as an 
institution shaped by human experiences in widely separated lands and 
ages." With this end in view, there are brief chapters on the nature 
and origins of the state, state functions and relations, the basis and 
kinds of government, the distribution of governmental powers, and the 
position of the individual in relation to the state. Although this por- 
tion of the work covers less than one hundred pages and therefore does 
not go much below the surface, its inclusion by way of introduction 



